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(15) Tax information authorization. A
document signed by the taxpayer au-
thorizing any individual or entity (e.g.,
corporation, partnership, trust or orga-
nization) designated by the taxpayer to
receive and/or inspect confidential tax
information in a specified matter. (See
section 6103 of the Internal Revenue
Code and the regulations thereunder.)

(c) Conferences—(1) Scheduling. The
Internal Revenue Service encourages
the discussion of any Federal tax mat-
ter affecting a taxpayer. Conferences
may be offered only to taxpayers and/
or their recognized representative(s)
acting under a valid power of attorney.
As a general rule, such conferences will
not be held without previous arrange-
ment. However, if a compelling reason
is shown by the taxpayer that an im-
mediate conference should be held, the
Internal Revenue Service official(s) re-
sponsible for the matter has the discre-
tion to make an exception to the gen-
eral rule.

(2) Submission of information. Every
written protest, brief, or other state-
ment the taxpayer or recognized rep-
resentative wishes to be considered at
any conference should be submitted to
or filed with the appropriate Internal
Revenue Service official(s) at least five
business days before the date of the
conference. If the taxpayer or the rep-
resentative is unable to meet this re-
quirement, arrangement should be
made with the appropriate Internal
Revenue Service official for a post-
ponement of the conference to a date
mutually agreeable to the parties. The
taxpayer or the representative remains
free to submit additional or supporting
facts or evidence within a reasonable
time after the conference.

[56 FR 24003, May 28, 1991; amended at 57 FR
27356, June 19, 1992]

§ 601.502 Recognized representative.
(a) A recognized representative is an

individual who is
(1) Appointed as an attorney-in-fact

under a power of attorney, and a
(2) Member of one of the categories

described in § 601.502(b) and who files a
declaration of representative, as de-
scribed in § 601.502(c).

(b) Categories—(1) Attorney. Any indi-
vidual who is a member in good stand-
ing of the bar of the highest court of

any state, possession, territory, com-
monwealth, or the District of Colum-
bia;

(2) Certified public accountant. Any in-
dividual who is duly qualified to prac-
tice as a certified public accountant in
any state, possession, territory, com-
monwealth, or the District of Colum-
bia;

(3) Enrolled agent. Any individual who
is enrolled to practice before the Inter-
nal Revenue Service and is in active
status pursuant to the requirements of
Circular No. 230;

(4) Enrolled actuary. Any individual
who is enrolled as an actuary by and is
in active status with the Joint Board
for the Enrollment of Actuaries pursu-
ant to 29 U.S.C. 1242.

(5) Other individuals—(i) Temporary
recognition. Any individual who is
granted temporary recognition as an
enrolled agent by the Director of Prac-
tice (31 CFR 10.5(c)).

(ii) Practice based on a relationship or
special status with a taxpayer. Any indi-
vidual authorized to represent a tax-
payer with whom/which a special rela-
tionship exists (31 CFR 10.7(a) (1)–(6)).
(For example, an individual may rep-
resent another individual who is his/
her regular full-time employer or a
member of his/her immediate family;
an individual who is a bona fide officer
or regular full-time employee of a cor-
poration or certain other organizations
may represent that entity.)

(iii) Unenrolled return preparer. Any
individual who signs a return as having
prepared it for a taxpayer, or who pre-
pared a return with respect to which
the instructions or regulations do not
require that the return be signed by
the preparer. The acts which an
unenrolled return preparer may per-
form are limited to representation of a
taxpayer before revenue agents and ex-
amining officers of the Examination
Division in the offices of District Di-
rector with respect to the tax liability
of the taxpayer for the taxable year or
period covered by a return prepared by
the unenrolled return prepared (31 CFR
10.7(a)(7)).

(iv) Special appearance. Any indi-
vidual who, upon written application,
is authorized by the Director of Prac-
tice to represent a taxpayer in a par-
ticular matter (31 CFR 10.7(b)).
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(c) Declaration of representative. A rec-
ognized representative must attach to
the power of attorney a written dec-
laration (e.g., part II of form 2848) stat-
ing the following—

(1) I am not currently under suspension or
disbarment from practice before the Internal
Revenue Service or other practice of my pro-
fession by any other authority;

(2) I am aware of the regulations contained
in Treasury Department Circular No. 230 (31
CFR part 10), concerning the practice of at-
torneys, certified public accountants, en-
rolled agents, enrolled actuaries, and oth-
ers);

(3) I am authorized to represent the tax-
payer(s) identified in the power of attorney;
and

(4) I am an individual described in
§ 601.502(b).

If an individual is unable to make such
declaration, he/she may not engage in
representation of a taxpayer before the
Internal Revenue Service or perform
the acts described in §§ 601.504(a) (2)
through (6).

[56 FR 24004, May 28, 1991; amended at 57 FR
27356, June 19, 1992]

§ 601.503 Requirements of power of at-
torney, signatures, fiduciaries and
Commissioner’s authority to sub-
stitute other requirements.

(a) Requirements. A power of attorney
must contain the following informa-
tion—

(1) Name and mailing address of the
taxpayer;

(2) Identification number of the tax-
payer (i.e., social security number and/
or employer identification number);

(3) Employee plan number (if applica-
ble);

(4) Name and mailing address of the
recognized representative(s);

(5) Description of the matter(s) for
which representation is authorized
which, if applicable, must include—

(i) The type of tax involved;
(ii) The Federal tax form number;
(iii) The specific year(s)/period(s) in-

volved; and
(iv) In estate matters, decedent’s

date of death; and
(6) A clear expression of the tax-

payer’s intention concerning the scope
of authority granted to the recognized
representative(s).

(b) Acceptable power of attorney docu-
ments—(1) Form 2848. A properly com-

pleted form 2848 satisfies the require-
ments for both a power of attorney (as
described in § 601.503(a)) and a declara-
tion of representative (as described in
§ 601.502(c)).

(2) Other documents. The Internal
Revenue Service will accept a power of
attorney other than form 2848 provided
such document satisfies the require-
ments of § 601.503(a). However, for pur-
poses of processing such documents
onto the Centralized Authorization
File (see § 601.506(d)), a completed form
2848 must be attached. (In such situa-
tions, form 2848 is not the operative
power of attorney and need not be
signed by the taxpayer. However, the
Declaration of Representative must be
signed by the representative.)

(3) Special provision. The Internal
Revenue Service will not accept a
power of attorney which fails to in-
clude the information required by
§§ 601.503(a)(1) through (5). If a power of
attorney fails to include some or all of
the information required by such sec-
tion, the attorney-in-fact can cure this
defect by executing a form 2848 (on be-
half of the taxpayer) which includes
the missing information. Attaching a
form 2848 to a copy of the original
power of attorney will validate the
original power of attorney (and will be
treated in all circumstances as one
signed and filed by the taxpayer) pro-
vided the following conditions are sat-
isfied—

(i) The original power of attorney
contemplates authorization to handle,
among other things, Federal tax mat-
ters, (e.g., the power of attorney in-
cludes language to the effect that the
attorney-in-fact has the authority to
perform any and all acts).

(ii) The attorney-in-fact attaches a
statement (signed under penalty of per-
jury) to the form 2848 which states that
the original power of attorney is valid
under the laws of the governing juris-
diction.

(4) Other categories of powers of attor-
ney. Categories of powers of attorney
not addressed in these rules (e.g., dura-
ble powers of attorney and limited
powers of attorney) will be accepted by
the Internal Revenue Service provided
such documents satisfy the require-
ments of §§ 601.503(b) (2) or (3).

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 09:50 Jun 13, 2001 Jkt 194098 PO 00000 Frm 00100 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\194098T.XXX pfrm12 PsN: 194098T


